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Web Typography, part i



ways that type 
happens on the web

text in images

uses fonts in graphic 
files (jpeg, png, svg)
visually limitless
unsearchable on 
their own; capable of 
searching when used 
in combination with 
varied css techniques 

web-safe fonts

makes use of system 
fonts already on the 
viewer’s device(s)
choices are limited
universal access
free 

embedding 
services

serves up fonts on a 
remote server made 
available by a third-
party provider
relatively simple 
techniques vary based 
on the provider
many choices
can be both free and 
fee-based
licenses potentially sticky
fee-based have higher-
quality fonts

@font-face 
embedding

serves up fonts to the 
viewer that are placed 
on the server that 
hosts the web site
techniques vary
requires appropriate 
licensing /ownership 
of font files
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sizing options

images: Duckett; Chris Coyier

Get used to flexible sizing: percentages, ems, and vw units:

https://css-tricks.com/viewport-sized-typography/


web safe type:
alistapart.com

http://www.alistapart.com/


why not associates:
cernis collective



jon tangerine



the secret handshake



sushi & robots



web safe type:
css syntax

html:
<h1> Trailhead #3: Text, Link and Image 
Holler </h1>

css:
h1 {
font-family: Verdana, Geneva, sans-serif;
font-size: 2em; 
font-weight: bold; 
text-transform: lowercase; 
line-height: 2em; 
text-align: center;
color: green;
}

trailhead #3: 

text, link and 

image holler



css:
#header h1.name {
 font-family: Georgia, Times, serif;
 font-size: .85em; 
 font-weight: normal; 
 letter-spacing: .85em;  } 
#header h1.subtitle { 
 font-family: Georgia, Times, serif;
 font-size: .75em; 
 font-weight: normal; 
 font-style: italic; 
 letter-spacing: none; 
 line-height: 1em;  }

web safe type:
css syntax: classes

html:
<div id=“header”> 
 <h1 class=“name”> { &nbsp;the camp 
 site&nbsp; } </h1> 
 <h1 class=“subtitle”> an html / css 
 demo site </h1>  
</div> 

{  t h e  c a m p  s i t e  }  
 

an html / css demo site



Yes, non-system web fonts are possible.
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web font embedding 
services – free

https://fonts.google.com/
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google web fonts ex: 
dadaab stories

http://www.dadaabstories.org/
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google web fonts ex: 
826 national dc

http://www.826dc.org/


google web fonts:
syntax example

css:
h1 { 

 font-family: “Sorts Mill Goudy”, Georgia, serif; 

 font-weight: 400; 

 font-size: 3em; 

 line-height: 1.15em; 

 color: #fff; 

 padding-bottom: 2em; 

}

link for html head tag*:
<head> 

<link href=’http://fonts.googleapis.com/cs

s?family=Sorts+Mill+Goudy:400,400italic’ 

rel=’stylesheet’ type=’text/css’> 

</head>

<body> 

 <h1> This displays a font called Sorts 

 Mill Goudy. </h1> 

</body>

This displays a font called Sorts Mill Goudy.



awwwards article:
best of web fonts

http://www.awwwards.com/best-20-webfonts-from-google-web-fonts-and-font-face-embedding.html
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Imagine interacting with the site.

basic properties
font:
font-family:
font-size:
font-weight:
font-style:
font-variant:
color:

spacing properties
margin:
margin-top:
margin-right:
margin-bottom:
margin-left:
padding:
padding-top:
padding-right:

padding-bottom:
padding-left:
hanging-punctuation:
line-height:
word-spacing:
letter-spacing:
baseline-shift:
text-align:
text-justify:
text-indent:
text-wrap:
white-space:
word-break:
vertical-align:
z-index:

more properties
alignment-baseline: 
border-top:
border-bottom:
border-style:
border-weight:
border-color:
column-count:
column-gap:
column-rule:
column-rule-style:
column-rule-color:
column-rule-width:
column-span:
column-width:
dominant-baseline:
text-decoration:
text-height:

text-outline:
text-shadow:
text-transform:
word-wrap:

Properties listed can be 
used alone or in combination 
with each other and other 
css rules.

some type-friendly 
css properties



Links
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visual signif ication 
of links and states



<a href=“http://www.htmldog.com”> html Dog </a>

closing tag

links: 
html syntax

opening link tag includes element, source and value

hypertext reference value

viewable content 
to which link is 

assigned



link destinations: 
href differences

  • Link to another, separate web site:
 <p>Visit <a href=“http://www.google.com”>Google</a> for more information. </p>

  • Link to another page within the current site:
 <nav> <a href=“about.html”> About Us </a> </nav>

  • Link to an anchor, a specific part of a page:
 <p> <a href=“#content”> Link to a page anchor </a> </p> 

  • Link to an email address:
 <p> <a href=“mailto:mader@nku.edu”> Email me </a> if you have questions. </p> 

  • Link to a file on the web:
 <p><a href=“#PDFdownload_example.pdf”> Link to a downloadable pdf </a></p>

  • Open a link in a new browser window, by adding a target value of _blank:
 <p>Visit <a href=“http://www.google.com” target=“_blank”>Google</a> for more…



link states:
required css sequence

link (the link itself) —    a:link 

visited (has been visited) —   a:visited 

hover (when mouse is over it) —     a:hover 

active (when being clicked) —     a:active 

focus (tabbing/assistive tool) —     a:focus



link states:
required css sequence

link (the link itself) —    a:link 

visited (has been visited) —   a:visited 

hover (when mouse is over it) —     a:hover 

active (when being clicked) —     a:active 

focus (tabbing/assistive tool) —     a:focus



link states: 
css syntax

html (partial):
<p> With links, we can go to <a href=”http://
alistapart.com/article/css-positioning-101” 
target=”_blank”> external web sites </a>, 
go to other pages within our own site, go 
to specific spots on lengthy pages, send an 
email, and download a document. ... </p> 

css:

p { color: pink; 
  font-family: Verdana, Geneva, sans-serif;}

p a:link {
  color: white;
  border-bottom: 1px white dotted; }
p a:visited { color: grey; }
p a:hover { color: yellow; }
p a:active { color: yellow; }

With links, we can go to 

external web sites, go to other 

pages within our own site, go 

to specific spots on lengthy 

pages, send an email, and 

download a document.



making links in 
dreamweaver



making links in 
dreamweaver


