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Web Typography: part ii
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ways that type 
happens on the web

text in images

fonts “buried” inside 
graphic files (jpeg, 

png, svg)
visually limitless
unsearchable on 
their own
not advised

web-safe fonts

universal access
limited font choices
easy to employ
free 
no need for licenses
—
Arial (sans-serif)
Verdana (sans-serif)
Tahoma (sans-serif)
Trebuchet MS (sans-serif)
Times New Roman (serif)
Georgia (serif)
Garamond (serif)
Courier New (monospace)
Brush Script MT (cursive)

embedding 
services

serves up fonts hosted 
by a third-party on 
a remote server 
many font choices
higher quality fonts
techniques vary 
based on provider 
(relatively simple)
free and fee-based
fee-based requires 
licensing

@font-face 
embedding

serves up fonts to the 
viewer from the server 
that hosts the web site
many font choices
higher quality fonts
fonts are downloaded 
syntax varies based on 
provider
free and fee-based
fee-based requires 
licensing 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•



@font-face 
embedding services

https://housefonts.com/


@font-face 
embedding services

https://www.typotheque.com/


@font-face 
embedding services

http://www.typography.com/


jessica hische

http://www.jessicahische.com/


@font-face embedding:
file  location

Download font files for use on your machine. 
Include the font files in a folder called ‘fonts’ in 
your root folder.
Install the font on your machine so you can see it 
while you design.

On published projects: Upload font files to your 
web server so the site displays them.2
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@font-face embedding:
syntax to use

CSS:
@font-face { 
 font-family: Sniglet Regular; 
 src: url(“fonts/Sniglet Regular.otf”); 
}

h1 { 
     font-family: Sniglet Regular;
 background-color: black;
 padding: 1.5em auto;
}

HTML:

<h1> Our history </h1>

Our history

Designate the font 
just like other fonts, 
using the exact name 
specified by the font 
supplier/file name:

2

Point the file to the 
font in the folder 
with @font-face, as 
in this example:

1



100 = thin
200 = extra-light
300 = light
400 = normal
500 = medium
600 = demi-bold
700 = bold
800 = heavy
900 = black

The specific weights have 
to actually be available 
as font files. Just typing 
the number doesn’t make 
the weight happen.

web type: 
weight system



type s iz ing options:
relative lengths

Relative length units 
specify a length relative to 
another length property. 
Relative length units scales 
better between different 
rendering mediums.

unit

em

% 
ex
ch
rem
vw
vh
vmin
vmax

description

 Relative to the font-size of the element (2em = 2 x the size 
of the current font) 
Relative to the parent element 
Relative to the x-height of the current font (rarely used) 
Relative to width of the “0” (zero)
Relative to font-size of the root element
Relative to 1% of the width of the viewport* 
Relative to 1% of the height of the viewport* 
Relative to 1% of viewport’s* smaller dimension
Relative to 1% of viewport’s* larger dimension

*Viewport = the browser window size. If the viewport is 
50cm wide, 1vw = 0.5cm.  —  w3schools.com

https://www.w3schools.com/cssref/css_units.asp



chap 1: the invention of writingNavigation
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ordered lists

<ol> </ol>
1) Start the car.
2) Pull out of 
your driveway.
3) Drive toward 
the interstate.

unordered lists

<ul> </ul> 
• This thing
• That thing
• Another thing

list items

<li> </li> 
Any item in 
an ordered or 
unordered list 
needs to be 
surrounded by 
a list tag: 
<li>  </li>

navigation using
list tags



list tags:
as html

<ul>
 <li>1kg King Edward potatoes</li>
 <li>100ml milk</li>
 <li>50g salted butter</li>
 <li>Freshly grated nutmeg</li>
 <li>Salt and pepper to taste</li>
</ul>

<ol>
 <li>Chop potatoes into quarters</li>
 <li>Simmer in salted water for 15-20 minutes 
until tender</li>
 <li>Heat milk, butter and nutmeg</li>
 <li>Drain potatoes and mash</li>
 <li>Mix in the milk mixture</li>
</ol>

<p> Take the ingredients and blend Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed 
a rutrum ligula. Maecenas pharetra lectus in 
consequat molestie. Aenean sagittis et nisi at 
lobortis. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis 
dis parturient montes, ridiculus mus. Proin 
vulputate eget augue in feugiat. Aenean consequat 
urna sem, nec sollicitudin neque lacinia id. Nunc 
rutrum consectetur dui nec imperdiet.  </P>

• 1kg King Edward potatoes
• 100ml milk
• 50g salted butter
• Freshly grated nutmeg
• Salt and pepper to taste

1. Chop potatoes into quarters
2. Simmer in salted water for 15-20 minutes until tender
3. Heat milk, butter and nutmeg
4. Drain potatoes and mash
5. Mix in the milk mixture

Take the ingredients and blend Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consecte-
tur adipiscing elit. Sed a rutrum ligula. Maecenas pharetra lectus in 
consequat molestie. Aenean sagittis et nisi at lobortis. Cum sociis 
natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus 
mus. Proin vulputate eget augue in feugiat. Aenean consequat urna 
sem, nec sollicitudin neque lacinia id. Nunc rutrum consectetur dui 
nec imperdiet. 



list styling:
as css

body {
 font-family: Verdana, Geneva, sans-serif;
 font-size: 1em; 
 line-height: 2em; 
 color: brown; }

ul {
 font-style: bold; 
}

ul li {
 list-style: none; /* removes bullets */
} 

ol {
 font-style: italic; 
}

p {
 /* styles here… */ }

1kg King Edward potatoes
100ml milk
50g salted butter
Freshly grated nutmeg
Salt and pepper to taste

1. Chop potatoes into quarters
2. Simmer in salted water for 15-20 minutes until tender
3. Heat milk, butter and nutmeg
4. Drain potatoes and mash
5. Mix in the milk mixture

Take the ingredients and blend Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur adipiscing elit. Sed a rutrum ligula. Maecenas pharetra 
lectus in consequat molestie. Aenean sagittis et nisi at lobortis. 
Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, 
nascetur ridiculus mus. Proin vulputate eget augue in feugiat. Ae-
nean consequat urna sem, nec sollicitudin neque lacinia id. Nunc 
rutrum consectetur dui nec imperdiet. 



navigation without
list tags

 html5:

<nav>
  <a href=”#home”> Home | </a>
  <a href=”#work”> Our Work | </a>
  <a href=”#about”> About | </a>
  <a href=”#contact”> Contact Us </a>
</nav>

 css:

nav {
	 position:	fixed;
	 width:	250px;
	 left:	0;
	 top:	0;	
	 color:	white;
	 background-color:	black;
	 padding:	1em;
	 font-family:	Helvetica;
	 font-size:	1em;
	 text-align:	center;		}

nav a:link {
	 text-decoration:	none;	}

nav a:hover {
	 color:	green;	}

Home  |  Our Work  |  About  |  Contact Us

Home  |  Our Work  |  About  |  Contact Us
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nav with l ists:
book of beards

http://bookofbeards.com/


Type Specimens



program:
a font by emigre

o
MARPROP

PROGRAM

A TYPEFACE PRODUCED AND LICENSED BY EMIGRE



nick sherman



emigré:  vista sans
specimen book

I sit in the shade of an ancient,

dying juniper tree, cushioned on my

Navajo saddle blankets. On all sides,

the burning sun beats down on

silent, empty desert. To right and

left, long walls of sandstone mesas

reach away into the distance, the

shadows in their fluted clefts the

color of claret. Before me, the

desert drops sheer away into a vast

valley, in which strangely eroded

buttes of all delicate and intense

shadings of vermilion, orange, and

purple, tower into a cloudless

turquoise sky.

VISTA: A FAMILY OF 36 FONTS DESIGNED BY XAVIER DUPRÉ



house industries
eames century modern



paul renner:
futura specimens



herman zapf:
festive numerals



gunter lange:
ag revival



ha as & bauer foundry
vintage specimens



hoef ler & co.
discover s ite

https://discover.typography.com/theme/barrel-proof/


font choices from 
awwwards article

http://www.awwwards.com/best-20-webfonts-from-google-web-fonts-and-font-face-embedding.html


the league of 
moveable type

https://www.theleagueofmoveabletype.com/

