But they want more. They want to invade a small, 110-mile strip of coastline in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge – all for an oil supply that would take 10 years or more to bring to market and then may satisfy only about six months of our national demand. Obviously, that’s not the answer to our energy needs.

Development of oil fields negatively impacts artic wildlife

Examples include caribou’s population decline
A new report issued by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) predicts from 50 to 80% of the world’s arctic regions will be seriously impacted by human developments by 2050 if industrialization continues at current rates.
According to the report, at current rates of development, mostly oil, gas, and mineral extraction, 50-80% of the Arctic will reach critical levels of disturbance by the year 2050, rendering these areas "incompatible with traditional lifestyles of many subsistence-based indigenous communities." Because much of these impacts to fish and wildlife resources are from the "establishment of permanent infrastructure and extraction of non-renewable resources, the reversibility of the estimated changes in the near future is most unlikely."
1. Will drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge do anything to solve any current gasoline and heating oil supply problems?
No. Experts predict that oil production from the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge could not begin for at least 10 years and the Congressional Research Service estimates it would take at least 15 years.

2. Are estimated oil supplies in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge expected to significantly change our long-term energy prospects?
No. It is estimated that the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge contains no more than a six month supply of oil at our current consumption rates.

5. Would the oil from the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge be used in the United States?
Not necessarily. Under current laws and regulations, oil companies are allowed to sell oil produced in Alaska to foreign countries. A ban on selling such oil overseas was lifted in 1995 but the Alaska delegates are on record as opposing the reinstitution of a similar ban.

8. What species are put at risk through exploration, drilling and production?
Wildlife and plant life that live in or use the seasonally rich coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge are triply at risk. First, oil exploration and extraction activities are concentrated in the refuge’s most critical and sensitive areas such as calving grounds for the Porcupine caribou herd and denning areas for one of America’s two polar bear populations. Second, because the impacts of oil and other chemical spills accumulate in areas such as air holes used by seals and other marine mammals, the impact of even small spills is magnified. There, because many migrating bird species such as trumpeter swans and arctic terns visit the refuge in anticipation of a short, uninterrupted burst of food resources to feed themselves and develop their young prior to migration, disturbances of any duration could have population-wide impacts. And last, because the coastal plain is the biological heart of a huge arctic/subarctic ecosystem, harm to wildlife there would be expected to reverberate throughout the ecosystem.

Risks to polar bears

· Disturbance of females while denning could cause them to abandon cubs. 

· Death, injury or harassment resulting from encounters with humans. 

· Damage or destruction of essential habitat (e.g., feeding, breeding and especially denning areas) by dumping, dredging, drilling and construction of platforms, pipelines, roads and support facilities. 

· Contact with and ingestion of oil and other contaminants (e.g., ethylene glycol antifreeze, heavy metals, organochlorines, etc.) used in oil production. 

· Attraction to industrial areas with subsequent habituation to humans and increased control actions. 

· Harassment (disturbance) by aircraft, ships and other vehicles (stress/overheating when fleeing, interruption of feeding). 

· Detrimental effects on the polar bear's main source of food, ringed seals, due to impacts of oil, noise and other contaminants. 

· Increased hunting pressures due to greater access
