
Applied Math Modeling Takehome, Final Exam (Spring 2020)

Name:

Directions: All work should be your own. Any cooperation or collusion between students will result
for an F for the exam and an F for the course.

1. This first problem refers to an updated InsightMaker model of the Covid-19 virus. I’ve added total
deaths into the model, as well, and I have updated the total cases (all through May 2nd). You should
clone the insight, and then

a. Evaluate our model of April 9th: how is it performing as of May 2nd?

b. Adjust the model so at to obtain an improved fit to the data (total cases and total deaths,
hopefully), and explain what your changes mean (in terms of properties of Covid-19 or the
proposed intervention).

2. This second problem involves fitting a theoretical variogram model to the first twenty-nine lags of one
of the empirical variograms (maximum – data appended to the end of the exam) from the Fletcher
project.

Two standard variogram models are the Gaussian,
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where

n is the “nugget”,
s is the “sill”,
r is the “range”, and
h is the distance (in time!) between two data values.

These variogram models may be combined, as positive linear combinations, to produce a “nested
model” (note that only one model should have a non-zero nugget): that is, you might create a
theoretical variogram model which is a sum of both types,
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so long as the nugget and sills are positive. You might even take a combination of two different
Gaussians, etc.

https://insightmaker.com/insight/196232/Final-Version-of-Italian-COVID-19-outbreak


You should

a. use these two model types to find the best theoretical variogram can to fit the empirical vari-
ogram data;

b. Make a solid mathematical and statistical argument for why your model is the best.

Good luck!
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